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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift Theses pertaining to the dissertation Experimental Models Of Retinal Angiogenesis: '--------:_the effect of Angiopoietin-2 and TNFa modulation 1. Angiopietin-2 overexpression in the retina promotes postnatal vascular development and increases preretinal neovascularization in experimental proliferative retinopathy. (this thesis) 2. Angiopoietin-2 deficiency causes abnormal vascular patterning and outgrowth in the postnatal retina and causes persistent preretinal neovascularization via upregulation of VEGF. (this thesis) 3. Laser microdissection of retinal tissue prior to gene expression analysis elucidates spatial gene expression patterns and regulation in the physiologic and pathologic retina and allows zooming into the area of interest. (this thesis) 4. TNFa deficiency reduces experimental proliferative retinopathy, but does not influence postnatal retinal vascular development. (this thesis) 5. Intravitreal thalidomide reduces experimental proliferative retinopathy and is a therapeutic option for patients with proliferative retinopathies. ( this thesis) 6. Research of physiological mechanisms should be funded to the same extent as research of pathological mechanisms as we can not understand one without the other. 7. A considerable amount of valuable scientific data can not be found in PubMed, as the editorial boards of journals do not facilitate publishing negative outcome studies. 8. There must be no barriers for freedom of inquiry. There is no place for dogma in science. The scientist is free and must be free to ask any 
question, to doubt any assertion, to seek for any evidence, to correct any errors. (R. Oppenheimer) 9. An international graduate school provides opportunities to cross barriers in various scientific and non scientific aspects, if the members are open for it. 10. Armed with the scientific method, we can explore and understand nature to the limits of our intelligence. (J. W. Yewdell, Nat Rev Mol Cell Biol 9:413-416, 2008) 11. The most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of all true art and all science. He, to whom this emotion is a stranger, who can no longer pause to wonder and stand rapt in awe, is as good as dead: his eyes are closed. (Albert Einstein) 12. Virtutum omnium pretium in ipsis est. (Seneca, Epistulae morales ad Lucilium) Franziska Grafin vom Hagen 
